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lives. It is therefore only wise policy to assess the people
of means for raising the necessary funds.1

This is also the view held by the later Hanifite doctors.2
If, however, there are available funds in the public treas-
ury, then it is abominable to levy this impost, since the
funds in question are destined for such purposes. Some of
the later doctors, such as the authors of the Hidayah and
the Durar, hold that it is only abominable to levy the impost
in case there are no available funds in the fa'y treasury,
but others reply that if there are, for instance, sadaqah
funds, it is still abominable to levy the impost since the
imam may finance the campaign by borrowing money from
the sadaqah funds on account of the fa'y treasury.

Irrespective of the levy of such an impost by the imam,
it is the duty of every Moslem who has the means, but can-
not fight himself, to equip another person who has not the
means but can fight. Al-Sarakhsi, in support of this, says
that the person who is able to fight needs a large amount
of money to equip himself, and, on the contrary, the
wealthy person who cannot fight himself needs some one
to ward off the evils of the infidels from himself and his
property, and therefore there is no harm in Moslems' help-
ing one another. Moreover, the wealthy person by giving
the poor fighter his equipment aids him in performing a
fard obligation (i. e., the obligation of holy war) and this
is a commendable act on his part. If however the fighters
have the means, then it is not proper for them to receive
such help, because perfection in the performance of the
holy war obligation is reached by participating in it both in
person and wealth, and because if he received assistance it

1 Mabsut, part x, p. 20.

2 Majma', p. 495; Bahr, vol. v, p. 79; Hiddyah, vol. v, p. 194; Durar,
p. 165.